God is love and love lives here!
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600 North Houston Lake Blvd., Centerville 31028

(478) 953-3090
www.thewellatcenterville.com

Office Hours: Mon-Thur 8:30a-12:30p
Rev. Tommy Odum

pastortommy@thewellatcenterville.com; 478/397-9491

Sunday, September 1, 2024

The Rock, The Road, and The Rabbi

Mary Frances Logue brought a book to me a few weeks ago before our vacation. She
only asked that | read it and consider it a gift. When we returned, | went into their
Sunday School class, head down, to let her know | had not read anything the entire
time | was on vacation. However, | started reading the book the next week and really
enjoyed the stories and information from Kathie Lee Gifford’s book The Rock, The
Road, and The Rabbi. Throughout the book, Kathie shares her experiences of going
to Israel and walking through the steps of Jesus and his disciples. Along with her is a
Rabbi named Jason Sobel who brings Biblical stories to life by sharing history or his
own perspectives that we may neglect in Biblical interpretation. I've found the book
to be a joy to read and thought | would share key thoughts with you over the next
couple of weeks that | hope encourage you in your faith.

Chapter 8

This week we follow Kathie as she visits the Judean Desert. There, our Biblical history
tells us this is the place where Satan tempted Jesus for 40 days. There is no desert that is
a fun place or where a person just desires to spend more than a few days alone. Yet
Jesus went out into the desert and subjected himself to be tempted as all men are in
some fashion in their lives. It is a harsh place where very little can thrive much less
survive in its environment. Kathie writes about her observations:

"The desert is a metaphor for our darkest experiences in life. The desert either destroys
you or prepares you to emerge stronger and more powerful than ever before. | think
too often we try to escape the hard tests in our lives as quickly as possible because, let's
be honest, no one loves to suffer. But if we can at least be aware that there is a deep
and abiding purpose for our trials, it can give us hope that our suffering is never in vain.
James 1:2-4 says: "Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters, whenever you face trials
of many kinds because you know that the testing of your faith produces perseverance.
Let perseverance finish its work so that you may be mature and complete, not lacking
anything."

Suffering and testing produce something in us that cannot be accomplished anywhere
else. Oh how we wish it could but yet it is necessary to build character and see the value
in God's mercy. My prayer for you this week is that if you are suffering or going through
a testing period, you do not give up but rather pray for the strength to see it through.
It's only through the testing that we grow into the people God calls us to be as his
children. You can doit! | believe in you! More importantly, | believe in the God in you!

Keep The Faith,
Pastor Tommy

Scripture and Sermon:

Matthew 18:10-18

“Simon to Peter:
Defense and Denial”

)@ How can
YPRAY

' for you?

New Concerns
Hilda Rozier
Lamar Outz
Dennis Howdeshell

Continue Prayers for:
Joy Fleming

Susan Glidewell
Marcy Hiott

Dawn Wilkins
Cinderella Sampson

Phil & Betty Bailey
Dianne Harrington

Mac McCullough

Kathy Blanchard

Tom Gamble

Betty Bowen

Michael & Jennie Walston
Betty Byrd

Leon Hudson

Mary Prater

Jim & Mary Leary

Virginia Eadie

Bill Reedy

Our Country, Leaders, Military

<~ M, a>l§ v 09-02-24 Office Closed
\ Your' Y v’ 09-09-24 Finance Meeting 6p
i Ienda v' 09-09-24 Admin Council Meeting 6:30p
. 09-29-24 5" Sunday Lunch 11:30a- cancelled
Thank You

“Thanks to all you sweet, kind and lovely people who sent get well wishes and
prayers for me this summer. Especially the prayers that God so graciously answered.
God is Good all the time! Love you all!” ~~ Sara Colbert ~~

08-25-24
Operating Budget....... $8,248.60
Apportionments..........c...... 51.50
A/C Replacement.............. 200.00
Food Pantry........cccccceuvuneen. 225.00
Total e $8,725.10
Worship Attendance
140
Sunday School
53

Finance Report for

God is love,

i
and he who abides in love,
abides in God, & God in him.

1ohn 4:16
BibleVerseImages.com
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Commmunity Missions
» The next Food Pantry is September 11, 10a-1p, and volunteers are still
heeded, even with the change of operation. Please see Cheri to help with
this ministry. You will be blessed. Our Food Pantry Team rocks!
» The Clothes Closet is open September 11, the Clothes Closet will follow the
same schedule as the Food Pantry. We will open on the 2nd and 4th

Wednesday of each month for shoppers and the 2nd and 4th Tuesday for Michael Walston
processing donations. Our new hours will be 8:45am until 1:15pm. 2
> Due to air conditioning problems in the church, services will continue tobe Carol Sweeten

held in the Fellowship Hall until the system is fixed. As of today, that date is 5
undetermined; therefore, our Yard Sale has been tentatively scheduled for WC Hester
Friday, January 31st-Saturday, February 1, 2025. We are currently using the Yak A

Shack for donated items for the sale. We will continue to collect small Charles Williams
miscellaneous household goods for the sale. We will not have a Souper 7
Saturday in 2025. Mandy Colob

» September 11: 845a-11a- Cynthia Boutwell, Brenda Craw, Barbara Bruschke
September 11: 11a-115p- Linda Blanton, Elaine Hubbard, Sherrill Pinckney

Bible Reading Plan

Quilters Ministry Week of September 1** :
Friends at the Well - for the 3™ year, the quilters will staff a booth at the Georgia sunday...iienee. Acts 17
Monday...........c..... ACts 18

National Fair where we are able to sell raffle tickets for our Outreach Quilt. We need

. . . - Tuesday... ...cccuee.. oo Acts 19
to have someone on each shift demons’Fratlng somethmg about quilting, bl..lt'OUT' Wednesday-....... Acts 20
small group of quilters will be spread thin. So, I’'m asking for volunteers to join us as ThUrSday...eemeeeeeeneee. Acts 21
support staff to sell raffle tickets and talk about our church. It’s a great opportunity Friday... .. oo ee vov e Acts 22
to meet people and have the name of our wonderful church in front of the public. Saturday......cooeesnenns Acts 23

Please contact me if you can work October 8, 9 or 10 (Tuesday, Wednesday and
Thursday) from 9am to 1:30pm, 1:30pm to 5:30pm, or 5:30 to 9pm. Each day you
work you will be given a ticket to get into the fair for free, and parking passes for the
Miller Murphy Howard parking lot will be available. Please call me at 478-335-6677 or
just talk to me at the church. In His Service, Jan Morales-Hill

10 Little Christians
10 little Christians standing in line
1 disliked the Preacher, then there were g
g little Christians stayed up late
1 overslept Sunday, then there were 8
8 little Christians on their way to Heaven
1took the low road, then there were 7
7 little Christians chirping like chicks
1 disliked the music, then there were 6
6 little Christians seemed very much alive
but 1 lost his interest, then there were 5
5 little Christians pulling for Heaven’s shore
but 1 stopped to rest, then there were 4
4 little Christians each busy as a bee
but 1 got his feelings hurt, then there were 3
3 little Christians knew not what to do
1joined the sporty crowd, then there were 2
2 little Christians, out rhyme is nearly done
differed with each other, then there was 1
1 little Christian can’t do much ‘tis true
but brought his friend to Bible study - then there were 2
2 earnest Christians, each won 1 more
that doubled the number, then there were 4
4 sincere Christians worked early and late
each won another, then there were 8
8 splendid Christians if they doubled as before
in just so many Sundays, we’d have 1,024
in this little jingle, there is a lesson true,
You belong either to the building crew or to the wrecking crew!
~~ Author Unknown ~~



Are you Looking for a place to serve? To get involved? We have it!

This Week’s Schedule:

Sunday- September 1

Ushers

10:30a J.0O. Miller, Tony Rozier

Mel Smeltz, Cheri’ Cox, Lynn Mayfield
Keith Mobley, Stevie Bowen

Joy Fleming, Sherrie Shell, Roy Carter OIN US AT

:15a Sunday School
S1901:§Oa sWors\;lisp =) ss\éll_]'ggz’ e

Greeters
10:30a Joy Fleming, Susan Glidewell,
Susan Howdeshell

Communion Servers

Vicky Moore, Nancy Brechin < /

Lynn Mayfield, LaWanna Porter Holy Commumon Faml Pronllse
//\> of Houston County

Prayer Teams
Thomas & Joy Fleming %/ Lo
Jim Blanton, Nancy Hudson Ny
. ea' women
Finance Stewards at the II[\_

LaWanna Porter, Kathy Rutke, Hilda Rozier 4 :

Nais2

Assisting with Children well e
Sunday- September 1 N\ (gl A
Nursery- Linda Blanton, Cinderella, Laura Y - 3 "@\ Sk
Children- Amber Gamble 5 v CH ILDREN'S
Sunday- September 8 MMINISTRY Men
Nursery- Sherrie Shell, Cinderella, Laura | ____ E ..... | L
Children- Dawn Wilkins at the "‘-ﬁ_‘,;'

well S&e

Monday- September 2

Labor Day ~ Office Closed

7:30p Narcotics Anonymous

Tuesday- September 3 QUILTING GROUP
9:15a Movin’ n Groovin’

10:00a Partners in Prayer e 7

10:00a Yoga -

11:30a Life Group IV “J Walkers E/] - m@

6:30p Miss Terry’s Circle @[

6:30p Bass Club

Wednesday- September 4

8:00a Men'’s Fellowship Breakfast

1:00p Life Group | “Under Construction”
5:15p Handbells

6:30p Choir Practice

7:30p Narcotics Anonymous

Thursday- September 5
9:15a Movin’ n Groovin’
10:00a Yoga

7:30p Narcotics Anonymous

Friday- September 6

7:30p Narcotics Anonymous

Saturday- September 7
7:30p Narcotics Anonymous

@g

atHeart

Sunday School at 9:15a

Are you looking to get involved in Sunday School? We have a great line up of classes to explore! Maybe you’ve
been attending Sunday School regularly but see a topic you’re interested in - it’s okay to move around and try
different classes - let’s learn and grow together!

Sunday School Class Studies Teacher
Seekers Gospel LaWanna Porter
Issues & Answers Mark Joy Fleming
New Beginnings Be Alert Nancy Hudson
Christian Fellowship 1and 2 Peter Don Schall

Youth Orange Curriculum Katie Odum




For your Labor Day
Men at the Well

$40

Pick up Saturday, August 31

between 8a-1p at the Bus Barn

October 20 .00
3p-5p #JM%
Games, Food, (FebﬁD

Fellowship, Fun! "7+




