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Sunday, November 12, 2023 
 

                                                                         Post Paul  
 
Hey Church! 
 
Paul was a captivating figure in the New Testament but his last letter wasn't the end of the churches 
story; only the beginning.  There was still much to be done in the development of the Church after the era 
of Apostle Paul. The early Christian community faced significant challenges and underwent 
transformative changes, shaping the course of Christianity for centuries to come. 
 
When Apostle Paul concluded his missionary journeys and eventually met his martyrdom, the young 
Christian movement had already spread throughout the Roman Empire. Paul's teachings had gained a 
substantial following, and his writings would become an integral part of the New Testament. However, 
his departure left a void that needed to be filled. 
 
In the years following Paul's passing, the Church faced persecution and hostility from various quarters. 
Roman emperors viewed Christianity as a threat to their authority, leading to waves of persecution that 
tested the faith and resolve of believers. Despite these challenges, the Church grew steadily, fueled by the 
dedication and courage of its members. 
 
One crucial development in the post-Pauline era was the emergence of bishops as key figures within the 
Church. As the number of Christian communities expanded, the need for leadership and organizational 
structure became apparent. Bishops assumed the responsibility of overseeing local congregations, 
ensuring doctrinal integrity, and providing pastoral care. This hierarchical structure laid the foundation 
for the development of the episcopal system that remains prominent in many Christian denominations 
today. 
 
Alongside the structural changes, theological debates and doctrinal controversies arose. Prominent 
among them was the question of the divinity of Jesus Christ. Various factions offered different 
interpretations, leading to intense debates and councils such as the Council of Nicaea in 325 CE. The 
resolution of these disputes not only shaped Christian theology but also had a profound impact on the 
identity and direction of the Church. 
 
As the Church grew, it also encountered cultural influences from the surrounding societies. Pagan 
practices and customs often intertwined with Christian beliefs, leading to syncretism in certain regions. 
To address these challenges, the Church sought to establish its distinct identity while adapting to local 
customs and traditions. This process of inculturation allowed Christianity to take root in diverse cultures 
and contributed to the rich tapestry of Christian expressions we witness today. 
 
In the centuries that followed Paul's time, the Church became increasingly institutionalized. It gained 
influence and power, but this also brought the risk of corruption and moral decline. Nevertheless, there 
were always individuals and movements that sought to reform and revitalize the Church. Notable 
examples include Saint Augustine of Hippo, who shaped Christian theology and philosophy, and the 
monastic traditions that emerged, emphasizing contemplative spirituality and disciplined living. 
 
The legacy of Apostle Paul continued to inspire and guide the Church throughout its history. His writings, 
filled with profound theological insights and practical guidance, remain an integral part of Christian 
doctrine and scripture. His commitment to spreading the Gospel, his unwavering faith, and his enduring 
love for the Church serve as a constant reminder of the enduring power of the Christian message. 
 
As we reflect on the Church's journey after Apostle Paul, we recognize the challenges it faced, the 
transformations it underwent, and the resilience of the faithful who carried the torch of faith forward. 
Today, the Church stands as a diverse global community, encompassing countless traditions, languages, 
and cultures. 
 
Let us draw inspiration from the early Church's enduring faith and commitment as we navigate the 
complexities of our own times. May we continue to be guided by the teachings of Apostle Paul and the 

transformative power of God's amazing grace at work Post Paul.   
 

Keep The Faith,  
Pastor Tommy 

 
 
 

 
Time of Worship:  

Message by 

Jack Gafford 

 

 
 

 

 

New Concerns 
Donna Rushing 
Bill and Suzanne 
Cheryl Randall & Family 

Continue Prayers for: 
Pamela Wartman 
Carolyn Moore 
Kamber Green 
Will Jester 
John Doblus 
Lydia Murphy 
Jerry Holcomb 
Choir 
Quin 
Lee Love 
Jon Love 

Christa Avret 
Michael & Jennie Walston 
Warren McDow 
Betty Byrd 
Leon Hudson  
Mary Prater 
Jim & Mary Leary 
Virginia Eadie 
Bill Reedy 
Sarah Mayer 
Cary Martin 
Mac McNeal 
James McNeal 
Our Country, Leaders, Military 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Finance Report for 
November 5 

Operating Budget….. $10,193.96 

Technology…………………… 101.00 

Apportionments…………… 100.00 

Local Mission……………... 1,221.50 

Total………………………. $11,616.46 

 

Worship Attendance: 

117 

Sunday School: 

60 

 

 

 

 

http://www.thewellatcenterville.com/
mailto:pastortommy@thewellatcenterville.com


✓ 11-11-23 at 6p- Benefit Spaghetti Dinner 
✓ 11-11-23 at 7p- Jack Gafford concert 
✓ 11-12-23 at 8:30a- Staff Meeting 
✓ 11-13-23 at 6p- Finance Meeting 
✓ 11-13-23 at 6:30p- Administrative Council Meeting 
✓ 11-16-23 at 6p- Nominating Committee Meeting 
✓ 11-21-23 at 11a-4p- Ham pick up 

✓ 11-23/11-24-23- Office Closed 
✓ 11-26-23 at 11:30a- Hanging of the Greens with Soup Lunch 
✓ 11-30-23 at 6p- Nominating Committee Meeting 
✓ 12-02-23 at 9a-2p- Christmas Festival 

✓ 12-03-23 at 5p-7p- Parsonage Open House 
✓ 12-07-23 at 6p- Nominating Committee (if needed) 
✓ 12-10-23 at 8:30a- Staff Meeting 
✓ 12-10-23 at 10:30a- Blessing of the Bears 
✓ 12-17-23 at 10:30a- Christmas Cantata 
✓ 12-24-23 at 6p- Christmas Eve Service 

✓ 12-25/01-01-24- Office Closed 

✓ 12-31-23 11:30a- 5th Sunday Lunch after Worship Service 
 

Thank You 

THANK YOU SAINTS OF THE WELL! We turned in 194 cards for the troops!!! And with 
less than a month to collect them! That’s amazing! Good job, everyone! 
Next year we will get the boxes out at the beginning of September. I’m hoping we will be able to break our new 
record! 

Sweet Shoppe at the Christmas Festival 
HELP NEEDED!!  Our Church sponsored Sweet Shoppe booth at our Christmas Festival, December 2, is in need of 
food items to sell!  We need cakes, pies, cookies, brownies, candies, snack mixes, jellies, etc. – anything that looks 
and tastes delicious!  Buyers look for quick snacks for that day, or cakes and desserts that can be frozen for 
Christmas!  Please bring wrapped and labeled items to the Social Hall by December 1st!  (Cake plates for iced cakes 
will be available in the Social Hall next week!)  All proceeds go to The Well at Centerville!  The more you all bring in, 
the more we make; our success depends on our Church folks!!  Thank you!  Questions? Call Marilyn at 478-396-
0735. 

Blessing of the Bears 

The Blessing of the Bears will be held in the sanctuary on Sunday, December 10th.  We will accept 
donations of nice stuffed animals (in the box outside the office) starting next week until 
December 9th.  These will be displayed near our altar and blessed so that they can be distributed 
to children in need by the Centerville Police and Fire Departments before Christmas.  Thanks for 
your support! 

Poinsettias for Christmas 
Poinsettias are now available for ordering to be delivered and placed in the church December 1 and 
taken home after Chrristmas Eve Service. We will be ordering 24 poinsettias, so be sure to order 
yours! Cost is $12.50. Call or email the church to place your order. 

 

Commmunity Missions 
➢ The next Food Pantry November 22, 11a… come on out and volunteer! You will be blessed. Our Food Pantry 

Team rocks! 
➢ Clothes Closet Volunteers for November 14- Cynthia Boutwell, Jennie Walston 
➢ Our Clothes Closet is open every Tuesday, 9a-noon; our total for October was 362 people served! 
➢ The Clothes Closet will be open 11a-1p on Food Pantry days, which is the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays of the 

month.  
➢ Thank you for your generosity to the Open Door Clothes Closet. Each week we see more and 

more clothed and cared for because of your gifts of love.  Winter is Coming and we will be in 

need of several items.  If you’re cleaning out your own closets or looking to donate items, 

please consider donating to the Clothes Closet. We also ask you to look for some of the 

specific items listed below as you are preparing for the change in season. Thank you again 

for all you do to support our ministry! 

Winter clothes/coats/jackets/sweaters/hoodies/pants/shoes/socks/scarves/hats/gloves; 

linens/sheets/blankets/throws/comforters; towels/washcloths; personal needs items; toys. 

➢ Workers are needed in the Clothes Closet on Mondays and Tuesdays from 9a-12 noon. 

Family Promise 
Thank you to all the volunteers that brought meals to the Family Promise residents! We appreciate you so much! 
If anyone is interested in being a volunteer please contact J.O. or Lynn, this is a very blessed ministry of our 
church… check out their website at https://www.familypromisehoustonco.org/ 

Bible Reading Plan 

Week of November 12th: 
Sunday..................... John 14 
Monday…………… John 15 
Tuesday…………… John 16  
Wednesday.............. John 17 
Thursday...………... John 18 
Friday………………John 19 
Saturday………….. John 20 

 
12 

Roy Carter 

Jerry Gordon 

16 

Mary Thrasher Monk 

17 

Danielle Isaacs 

https://www.familypromisehoustonco.org/


Are you Looking for a place to serve? To get involved? We have it! 

This Week’s Schedule: 
Sunday- November 12 
Ushers 
10:30a  J.O. Miller, Tony Rozier 
Mel Smeltz, Cheri’ Cox, Roy Carter 
Keith Mobley, Stevie Bowen 
Joy Fleming, Sherrie Shell 
8:30a      Staff Meeting 
9:15a    Sunday School 
10:30a   Worship- Jack Gafford 

Greeters 
10:30a Sherrie Shell, Sharon Morrison 

Communion Servers 
Stevie Bowen & Kay Kelley 
Nancy Brechin, LaWanna Porter 

Finance Stewards 
J.O. Miller, Gary Rutke, Mel Smeltz 

Assisting with Children 
Sunday- November 12 
Nursery- Marie Davis, Dawn, Laura    
Children- Katie Odum 
Sunday- November 19 
Nursery- Brooke McKeever, Lynn Miller, Laura    
Children- Sherry Armour 

Monday- November 13 
6:00p    Finance Meeting 
6:30p    Admin Council Meeting 
7:30p   Narcotics Anonymous 

Tuesday- November 14 
9a-12n   Open Door Mission Closet 
9:15a  Movin’ n Groovin’ 
10:00a   Partners in Prayer 
10:00a   Yoga 
6:00p    Life Group III “LG3 
7:30 p   Narcotics Anonymous 

Wednesday- November 15 
8:00a   Men’s Fellowship Breakfast 
11:30a  Friendship Circle  
1:00p   Life Group I “Under Construction”  
6:30p   Choir Practice  
7:30p   Narcotics Anonymous 

Thursday- November 16 
10:00a   Life Group II “Work of Art”  
9:15a     Movin’ n Groovin’ 
10:00a  Yoga 
5:30p   Dulcimers 
6:00p    Nominating Committee Meeting 
6:30p    Handbells  
7:30p   Narcotics Anonymous 

Friday- November 17 
7:30p   Narcotics Anonymous 

Saturday- November 18 
7:30p   Narcotics Anonymous 
 

 
Sunday School 
Are you looking to get involved in Sunday School? We have a great line up of classes to explore! Maybe you’ve 
been attending Sunday School regularly but see a topic you’re interested in – it’s okay to move around and try 
different classes – let’s learn and grow together! 

Sunday School Class                                         Studies                                                         Teacher 
Seekers                                                                Favorite Scripture                                      Class Members 
Issues & Answers                                              Matthew                                                      Katie Odum 
New Beginnings                                                Psalm 91                                                       Nancy Hudson 
Christian Fellowship                                         1 Corinthians                                               Don Schall 
Youth                                                                    The Narrow Path                                       Eric & Gloria Nelson 
Pilgrims                                                                Acts                                                                Kathy Blanchard 
 

 

 Men 

at the 

Well 



THE WELL AT CENTERVILLE 

 CHRISTMAS FESTIVAL 
600 N. Houston Lake Blvd, Centerville 31028 

Saturday December 2rd  

9AM - 2PM 

 

 

 

Take Pictures with Santa 9:30 AM – 12:30 PM 

Bring your camera or phone 

 

Vendors and Christmas Items                                 Music                               Fresh Baked Goods 

School Choirs                                                          Quilt Raffle                               Arts and Crafts                    

Children’s activities                              Bouncy House                                   Food 

 

Vendor Spaces Available 
Call, email or come by the office for a vendor application 


